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Asset Management MVP: Fried Frank's Kenneth Rosh 

By Cara Mannion 

Law360, New York (December 21, 2016, 2:40 PM EST) -- Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacobson LLP’s 
Kenneth Rosh had a busy year helping his clients raise billions of dollars by structuring complex private 
equity funds, including Brookfield Asset Management Inc.’s $9 billion real estate-focused fund that 
exceeded its initial target by $2 billion, earning him one of four spots among Law360’s Asset 
Management MVPs for 2016. 

As head of Fried Frank’s private equity funds practice group, 
partner Rosh must concoct complicated structures for a variety of 
fund types — from real estate to infrastructure. But he said it’s 
his recent work building the firm’s fund formation practice within 
the asset management industry that sets this year apart from 
others in his almost 30-year career. 
 
“We’re constantly thinking of structural issues and how things 
tick and tie together,” he said. 
 
Rosh said one fund that required this serious structural thought 
was Brookfield Asset Management’s $9 billion commercial real 
estate fund, which eclipsed its original target of $7 billion when it 
closed in April. 
 
Brookfield Strategic Real Estate Partners II more than doubled the 
commitments received in the first fund of the series, which 
closed in 2013 with $4.4 billion invested. The 2016 private fund 
focuses on real estate investments in Australia, Brazil, Europe, 
North America and other markets, and received investments 
from more than 100 institutional investors — including sovereign 
wealth funds, financial institutions and public and private pension 
plans. 
 
Rosh said he believes this is the second largest real estate fund ever formed. 
 
“The time, thought and effort that goes into a fund like this is pretty incredible,” he said. 
 
Rosh said that the fund’s global focus necessitated structuring that coincided with regulations 
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worldwide. That led him and his team to conduct many late-night conference calls with fund players 
from Asia and Europe, he said. 
 
But Rosh is no stranger to taking on funds with an international concentration. Asset manager Fortress 
Investment Group LLC had already turned to him to structure its latest Japanese real estate fund, 
which closed at its $1.1 billion cap in November 2015. 
 
Fortress Japan Opportunity Fund III focuses on distressed real estate-related debt and other assets in 
Japan. Because of its dedication to investments in the Asian country, Rosh said he worked closely with 
Japanese local counsel to determine the fund’s structure. 
 
Rosh said that he was involved with the two prior FJOP funds, which both also reached their respective 
caps in 2010 and 2012. His approach to this third fund didn’t particularly defer from the first two despite 
the third’s increased size, he said. 
 
“This was a refinement and continuation of very successful investment program,” he said. 
 
The partner’s prosperous private fund formation career began by happenstance in the 1980s, when one 
of the assignments he received as a first-year associate at Fried Frank sparked his interest in the 
practice, he said. 
 
Rosh, who graduated from the Boston University School of Law in 1988, has worked at the firm since 
starting as a summer associate there in 1987. 
 
Back then, the firm didn’t have separate practice groups, requiring him to work on other corporate law 
projects, such as mergers and acquisitions, he said. That experience, combined with Fried Frank’s 
expertise, allows him to tackle complicated and distinctive fund projects, he said. 
 
“Firms like ours that have experience in so many different spaces are able to serve clients that come up 
with unique approaches for their funds,” he said. 
 
--Editing by Stephen Berg. 
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